Pulmonary artery perforation by a tube thoracostomy.
A 74-year-old woman was hospitalized in another institution because of a left-sided empyema and bronchopneumonia. A trocar-type chest tube was inserted. Upon withdrawal of the trocar, blood was seen flowing from the draining system and she developed hypotension. The patient was then transferred to our hospital and a diagnosis of pulmonary artery perforation was made. The patient was treated successfully with left pneumonectomy. Pulmonary artery perforation following chest tube placement is a rare and serious complication. When blood is seen following chest tube insertion a pulmonary artery perforation should be considered.